92        VEDANTA PHILOSOPHY

Work ,purifies the heart and so leads to Vidya
(wisdom). The Buddhists said that doing good to men
and to animals were the only works; the Brahmins said
that worship and all ceremonials were equally ' work '
and would purify the mind. Sankara declares that ' all
works, good and bad, are against knowledge '. Actions
tending to ignorance are sins, not directly but as
causes, because they tend to increase. Tamas and
Rajas. With Sattva only, comes wisdom. l Virtuous
deeds take off the veil from knowledge, and know-
ledge alone can make us see God.

Knowledge can never be created, it can only be
discovered; and every man who makes a great dis-
covery is inspired. Only, when it is a spiritual truth
he brings, we call him a prophet; and when it is on
the physical plane, we call him a scientific man.  W^
attribute more importance to the former, although the
source of all truth is One.

Sankara says that Brahman is the essence, the reality
of a// know/edge, and that all manifestations as knower,,
knowing and known are mere imaginings in Brahman.
Ramanuja attributes consciousness to God; the reak
monists attribute nothing, not even existence in any
meaning that we can attach to it. Ramanuja declares
that God is the essence of conscious knowledge,